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Paper Read by Dr. A. E. Ballard 


at the Legislative Hearing 
March 7, 1910, for and Against Making Ocean Grove 
a Borough 


The Ocean Grove Camp Meeting 
Association forty years ago received 
a charter from the New Jersey State 
Legislature, after an exhaustive ex- 
amination by the most eminent legal 
jurist of the State. The charter isa 
codification of the old camp meeting 
laws which were, and are, in perfect 
accordance with the common law. 
Its object was to perpetuate through 
members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church a. camp meeting system, 
which proposed larger opportunity 
for better hygienic conditions, intel- 
lectual and religious exercises, 

Under this conception Ocean 
rove was made a perpetual camp 
meeting resort, with the same mu- 
nicipal powers as were given under 
these old camp meeting laws, and 
not contrary to the common law. 
Under this charter many people, 
With the understanding that the 
faith of the State was pledged to its 
continuance, invested largely in the 
real estate within its territory, by 
which they felt secure that the ge- 
clusion of the Sabbath in accordance 
with their consciences would be as- 
sured to them. 

Under this charter they have lived 


for forty years, with conditions so 
satisfactory to them that a large ma- 
jority of the leaseholders have peti. 
tioned against any change. 


Ocean Grove comprises about 400 
acres, lying for three-quarters of a 
mile along the Jersey coast, selected 
for its freedom from malaria and 
mosquitoes and its perfection of 
ocean floor for purposes of bathing. 
It is bordered by the sea and two 
beautiful lakes, and is interspersed 
with parks, fountains, streets, og 
lic buildings, pavilions, bathing es- 
tablishments, and hygienic arrange- 
ments conducive to public health and 
convenience. ' 


Its object was to provide for a 
community whose  speaial object 
would be in a Christian resort, 
to carry out the great princi- 
‘ies of Christ’s teachings in such 
forms of municipal Management as 
were permissible by common law. 
The charter embodied the rights and 
privileges of the early laws affecting 
religious camp meetings in our State. 
Under this the land was parcelled in- 
to lots of perpetual leaseholds, which 
bore an annual rental value to meet 


its expenses, with the restrictions not 
contrary to common law, and the 
management of an association which 
should consist of twenty-six persons, 
equally numbered of lay and cleri- 
cal, who should be acceptable mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, which management and re. 
striction should run coeval with the 
leaseholds. 

Under this management many 
miles of streets have been construct- 
ed upon property which was simply 
deep sand dunes; a system of elec- 
trict lights and gas plant pronounc- 
ed equal to any in New Jersey; a sys- 
tem of artesian wells, giving abun- 
dant water, both for potable, sprink- 
ling, and fire purposes, so pure as to 
need no filtration; a system of jetties 
along the shore, preventing any de- 
struction of the coast; unsur- 
passed bathing pavilion at each ex- 
tremity, its entire coast unobstruct- 
ed by buildings, lined with a broad 
roadway, park and promenade; a 
septic plant sending all its sewage 
into the sea a distance of 1,200 
feet, as colorless and odorless as 
water; an Auditorium seating 9,000 
people, with acoustics so perfect 
that a voice can be heard at anv 
part; an Official postoffice, telegraph, 
special office rooms, and public hall; 
other buildings appropriate for re- 


ligious worship; a church edifice, 
places of business necessary for 
convenience, comfort, and railway 


accommodation, equal to or greater 
than any other on the coast. 

The conditions of the leasehold 
gives the Association power to carry 
out its original intention for a camp 
meeting resort in perpetuity. And 
it has been extended into permission 


for people to reside upon their prop- 
erty for such period as_ they 
might choose, instead of the short 
time originally intended in the old 
camp meeting laws. The peo- 
ple have so availed themselves 
that there is a winter population of 
nearly 3,000, as against a summer 
population of from 10,000 to 30,000. 

Among its special objects design- 
ed by the Association was the exclu- 
sion of the traific in intoxicants, the 
seclusion of the Bible Sabbath, the 
hygienic health, the various forms of 
salt-water bathing, the rowing of 
boats upon the lakes, the proper en- 
tertainment of the senses, in moving 
pictures and other forms of amuse- 
ments, the gratification of the intel- 
lect in popular lectures, which have 
included Presidents and  ex-Presi- 
dents of the United States, Gov- 
ernors and ex-Governors of this and 
other States, and the cultivation of 
the spiritual nature by the eminent 
preachers of this and other lands; 
the establishment of special services 
from June to October for the cultiva- 
tion of religion in matured _ experi- 
ence; a special Temple for the 
elderly people, another for the 
youth, and still another for the chil- 
dren. In its entertainments are giv- 
en the services of the greatest art- 
ists in the land, the training of chil- 
dren into choirs and military organ- 
izations, whose exercises under Prof. 
Morgan have been pronounced un- 
equalled either in this or any other 
country. Its Hope-Jones organ has 
confessedly the largest musical pow- 
er compatible with sweetness of 
tone of any in the United States. 
And its choruses from New York, 
combined with other musical per- 


formers, have not been surpassed 
anywhere. And ali these without 
in any form burdening the property 
of the lessees. 

Its summer visitors have been 
composed largely of people in har- 
mony with the general design and 
form of the Association, so that for 
orderliness and law-abiding it has 
no superior in the State. 

The Grove has been the pioneer of 
large settlements along the coast 
from Long Branch to Point Pleasant. 
which, to its: own $5,000,000 ot 
property, has added many more mil- 
lions of value to the resources of the 
State. 

The property represented by les- 
sees who are opposed to the petition, 
covers a million dollars more 
than that of those who seek the 
change of government. 

In securing the seclusion of the 
Sabbath it was necessary that the 
street, lights, etc., of the Grove, while 
used entirely by the public, should 
remain the private property of the 
Association. And to do this the 
government of a township was and 
is, an absolute necessity; for if 
these utilities were turned over to 
a government of borough or city the 
common law would compel the open- 
ing of the Grove to all classes of 
public travel on the Sabbath day. 

It was understood by the Associa- 
tion in the beginning that the taxes 
assessed upon the property could 
only be applied to such publie streets 
as either bordered property of the 
Association or in making better 
roads for its approaches. To meet 
the demands of justice in paying 
taxes without their application to the 
property, a rental value was attach- 


ed to each leasehold in perpetuity 
which averages about a capitaliza- 
tion of $225, and which necessarily 
makes the integral value of a lot so 
much less ‘“‘commercial value’ and 
cost to the purchaser. This amount of 
rental value thus accruing was to be 
applied in the varied forms of ex- 
penses and improvements of the 
property. It has always been so ap- 
plied, and with large amounts be- 
yond, supplemented by the other re- 
sources and private gifts of the As- 
sociation and its friends, without in 
any form burdening the property of 
the lessees. So that the loss of the 
taxes by Ocean Grove has not 
resulted in injury to the lessees. 

Ocean Grove isin no sense a factor 
in politics. In its government of 
the township no active interest or 
participation has been taken by the 
Association, but has been left en- 
tirely to the leaseholders and voters. 
Its charter was conferred by a Demo- 
cratic Legislature, and it has been 
sustained by both Republican and 
Democrats ever since. 

Among the members of the Asso- 
ciation there have been and still are 
found leading members of both the 
Republican and Democratic parties, 
who agree together as to what is best 
for the Association. 

The same civil rights of represen- 
tation are accorded to every resident 
of the Grove in the election of the 
township authorities, which form of 
government is still deemed essential 
to the objects contemplated by the 
State in a class of organizations de- 
nominated camp meeting Christian 
resorts. This has been so thorough- 
ly understood by the masses of 
Christian people of all denomina- 
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tions that at one mass meeting a few 
years since 7,000 of these Christian 
people voted unanimously against 
any change in the charter or the 
present status of its government and 
administration. To this is now add- 
ed a large majority of the lessees, 
who petition the Legislature to al- 
low us to remain as we are and not 
to change our municipal relation toa 
a borough. 

We have both invested and given 
our money in good faith that we 
should not unnecessarily be deprived 
of the object for which it has been 
given, that we have fulfilled all our 
obligations, that we are making it 
each year more and more an_ ideal 
place of resort. We do not think it 
fair that people should obtain pos- 


session of our leaseholds with the 
distinct understanding that they 
would be in fellowship with our 


plans, and then use them politically 
and otherwise, in the effort to take 
the management of the affairs out of 
our hands. 

The attacks upon us of various 
kinds have been common to most of 
our history, but in every case so far 
'the judgment of the Legislature has 
been against them, as an injustice 
both to the investments and objects 
purposed by the Legislature in their 
charter, and we respectfully ask 
that this Legislature will do ug the 
same justice. 

In 1909, of the $5,640 paia by 
the Association to the Township for 
taxes, approximately $4,362 was for 
State, County, Scnaol, Special Schoo) 
and Fire, leaving but $1,278 to be 
applied to Township purposes. 

In 1908, approximately $3,244 
was for State, County, School, Spe- 


cial School and Fire, leaving but 
$1,121 for Township purposes. 

In 1907, $1,689 went for State, 
County, School, Special School and 
Fire, leaving but $426 for Township 
purposes. 

In 1906, $1,840 went for State, 
County, School, Special School and 
Fire, leaving but $446 for Township 
purposes. 

In 1895, fifteen years ago, $1,010 
of the amount paid by the Associa- 
tion for taxes went for State, County, 
School, Special School and Fire, and 


$416 only was left for Township 
purposes. 
The assessments received since 


1895 to 1909 as tabulated below, are 
$189,222.31, of which $112,233.11 
have been applied by the Association 
to the making and care of streets 
alone, leaving only the remainder for 
all other expenses of the Association, 
including lights, police, septic tank, 
garbage, sprinkling, office expenses, 
etc. 


Re’ed Pai¢e 
Assess. Streets. 
1909—$ 17,966.71 $ 10,931.72 
1908— 17,832.49 17,026.60 
1907— 19,279.52 12,786.18 
1906— 17,252.83 13,516.82 
1905— 16,834.92 13,576.07 
1904— 15,074.50 8,910.75 
1908— 11,561.17 5,081.03 
1902— 12,873.50 2,980.91 
1901— 12,053.21 3,650.44 
1900— 12,118.81 3,550.45 
1899— 12,290.53 5,942.83 
1898— 12,295.35 6,774.97 
1897— 10,703.05 5,604.77 
1896— 11,797.28 8,450.01 
1895— 9,288.44 2,000 00 
$189,222.31 $112,233.11 


